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| OPINIONS te PARLIAMENT, 


owt wy 
RELIGION: 

| BEING' THE © - 

: VOTES of the Honourtble Houſe of COMMONS, 

| Concerning | ka. 


'TOLERATTON: 


Die Mercurn 25. Feb. 15. CAR IL Reg. | 


. Reſolve J, nemire rontradicente, . | 

5 ÞAT the humble thanks of this Houſe be returned to his Dajeſty, fo2 HÞ'!s Reſoluy- 

no tion ts maintain the Act of Unifoynity. | 

| .4 Reſolved, That it be preſented to the Kings Yajeffy as the humble Advice of this 
Houſe, That no Indulgence be granted to the Difſenters from the Ac of Unifomitty, | 


M ft Gracious Soveraign, | | 
He Knigbts, Citizens, and Burgeſſzs, of the Ccmmons Houſe of Parliazrent, did with great Joy | 
"© ' receive Tour Majeſties moſt Gracious Speech, at the opening this Seſſgon of Parliament, and 
being thereby invited to conſider of your Decleraticn of the Twenty fixth of December laſt 5 hey” 
have with all Sobricty. Duty, and Aﬀe@ion, examined thegrounds thereof and do by me preſent 
wwto Tour Majeſty, Their moſt hearty Thanks for the ſarue, and bumble Advice thereupon 3 both 
which, I do beſeech your Majeſty. 1hat Ton will vonchſafe me to deliver in their own words. 
' Alayitpleaſe Tour moF} excellent Majeſty, * _ © 
| WE< qur Maj-ſties moſt Durrful ani Loyal SubjeRs, the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes 
.N the Houſe of Commons in Parliatnent Aflembled, having withall Fidelity and Obedi- 
- ence, conſidered of the ſeveral matters compriſed in Your Majeſties late Gracious Declaration 
of the 26th. of December.)aſt, and your moſt Gracious Speech at the beginning of this preſence 


Seflio | | 
/ pi in the firſt place for our ſelves, and in the names of all the Commons of Eyglazd, ren- . 
der to your ſacred Maj:ſty, the tribute of our moſt hearty thanks, for that irfinite grace and 

goodneſs, wherewith your Maj-ſty hath been pleaſed to publiſh your Royal Intentions of. 
adhering to your Ad of Indempnity, and Oblivion, by a confrant and religious obſervance of 

jt; And our hearts are further enlargedin theſe returns of Thankſgivings, v hen, v ec conſider 

your Maj:ſ.1es moſt Princely and Heroick Profeſſions of relying upon the Atefttons of your 

' people, and abhorring all fort of military 8nd arbitrary rule. Bur above all, We'can never 

| enough remember, to the honour of your Majeſties piety, and our unſpeakable c6mfort, thoſe 

ſolemn and moſt endearing invitations of us your Majeſties SubjcGts to prepare Laws to be 

| preſented to your Majeſty, againſe the growth and increaſe of Popery 3 and withal, to provide 

more Laws againſt. licenttouſnels and 1mpiety 3 at the ſame time declaring yuur own refolu- 
tions for maintaining the AF of Uniformity. And it becomes vs always to acknowledge and |} 
R Jevire you Majeſties wiſdom int]1us your Declaration: whereby your Majty is pleaſed to _ 
Plot how Ak by ſumptuary Laws, but by your own royal example of frugality, toreſtrain - |, 
thatexceſs inmens expences, which 1s grown ſo general and ſo exorbitantz andto dire our 

ndeavourst9 find out fit ang proper Lews for advancement of T rade and Commerce. 


©", After this we moſt humbly beſcech your Majeſty to believe, That it 1s with Extream unwil- =: 
"Jingreſs and relufancy of heart, that we are brought to ditter from any thing which your Ma- 
= ;eley hath thought fit to propoſe3 And though we do no way doubt, but that the unreaſonable } 
diſiempers of mens ſpirits, and the many mutinies and conſpiracies, which were carried on during 

A | +eaſonably incline-your Aajeſiy to. endeavour by your - 

\ Oteationts Li! ſome ſmall allay tothoſe ill hnmours, till the Par/i.cavert allembled, and the # 


hopes df Indulgence, if the Parliament ſhould confentto it, eſpecially ſeeing the pretenders to. A 
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f F<. GT ISS CE3v e . : 
' this Indulgences did ſeem to make ſome titles to it, by vitiue of your Majeſties Declaration 
from Breda. Neverthelels, weyour Majeſties moſt dutitul mid loyal Subjects, who are now re- | 
turned to ſerve in Parkzament, from thole ſeveral parts and places of your Kingdom, tor which 
weare choſen, Do humbly offer ro your-Majeſttes great wiſdom, Thar it isin no ſort adviſable 
that there be any Indulgence to ſuch perſons who preſume to diflent from the AF of Vniformi- 


ty, and the Religigp el: ablithed, $ 


For theſe Reaſons, EXGETU thSTGaia, Mend 
E haveconſidered the nature of your Maj-ſties Decl/aratioz from Breda, and are hum- 


* bly of opinion, That your Majeſty ought not tobe preſfied with it any further, 

Becauſe nt is n: t a promiſein it ſef, but only a gracious Declaration of your Majeſties inten» 
tions, to do whar in you lay, and what a Parliament ſhould adviſe your Majeſty to do, and no 

ſach 1dvice wa: ever given, or thought fit to be offered 3 nor could it be otherwiſe underſtood, 
becanſe the e were Laws of Uniforaity then in being, which could nor be diſpenced with, but 
by A@ of Parliement. 

They wi o do pretenda right to that ſuppoſed promiſe, put the right into the hands of their 
Repreſentatives, whom they choſe to ſerve for ther in this Par/iament, who tavepaſled, and 
your Majeſty conſentedro the 4A@ of Uniſormity. If any ſhall preſume to ſay, thita rightto 
the benefit of this Declaration doth {till remain after this Ad paſled, 

[: tends todifJolve the very bonds of Government, and to ſuppoſt a diſability in your Ma- 
Jeſty and the Houſis of Parliament, to wake a Liwcontrar\ to an, part of your 2ajeſties De- 
claration, though bo h Horſes ſhould adviſe » our Afajejty to it. 

We have alſo conſidered the nature of the Indulgerce propoſed, with referenceto thoſe Con- 

- Tequences, which mutt neceſ{arily attend tt. _ 

It will eſtabl:{h Schiſz-by a Law, and make the whole Government ofthe Church precarious, 
and the Cenfures of 1t of no moment or confideration a' all, 

I: willno way become the gravity or wiſdom of a Par/iament, to pals a Lyw at one Scllion 
ſor VUrjformity, and atthe next Sefton (the reaſons of Unifermity continuing ftillthe ſame) to 
paſs nothe* Law to fruſtrate or weaken'the execu« 10n of 4r. <= "0 

It wiil expoſe your 2jzſty tothe reſtleſs impyrtunity of every Se or Opinion, and of every 


.fiagie perſon alſo, myo ſhall parſume to diff: 7+ from. 4 Church ot Engler ; 
1 


It will þe a cauſe'c IhcrEa bg Sadts and Series” houſe nutnbers wifweaken the. true Prg- 
#:ſtant Profeſſion {o far, that it will at Teaſt b# arffi 177 Fri, 10 defend it (elf-againft them : 
And, which is yet further conſiderable, iteſc N mb 1s. which by being troublefom to the 
Government, find they can arrive to an Trduls. mee v.11. as their Numbers increaſe, be yet 
moretronbleſom, that {o at length they 123 aſriVe&!'O0 a 2: nerul Toleratjon, which your Ma- 
zeſty hath declared againſt, and1ntime,{ont pre valgn Sel, wvillat laſt contend for an eſtabliſh- 
ment, which, for ought canibe foreſeen, may end 11 " 2h | 

Ic is a thing altogether without Preſident, and will {1 away all means of convicting Recws 
fants, «nd be inconfiſtant with the method and vroccedinge of the Laws of England, 

Laſtly, It is hambly.concetved, that the ws 0 piepoicd, Will be ſo tar from tending 
tothe Peace of the Kingdom, that it israther likely to ©: flon grea:' diſturbance. And on 
the contrary, That the aftertirg of the Laws, and the Keligion eſtabliſhr, according to the 
AF of  Uriformity, 1s the moſt probable means to prociict a f& led Peace and Obedience 
throughout your Kizgdow + Becaule the variety of Profiſfſi-25 in Religion, when openly wdu}- 
ged, doth, direly diflinguiſh men intoparties, and withaj, gives them OPPOTtunity tO count 
'theis Numbers 5, which, confiderjng the animpſiticy that out of a Religions pride will be kept 
on foot by che ſeveral FaZzons, doth.tend dixeftly add inevitably to open diſturbance. Nor can 
your Majcſty i ave any Security, that the DoQrine or Worſhip of the ſeveral Fa&ions which 
arcall Gverned by a ſeveral Rule, (hall be conſiſtent withrhe Peace of t our & hays £7 
And if any perſons ſhall preſume todifturb the Peacepf the Kingi/om, We Cm it hiinithie 
declare, That we will for ever, and, oa all Occaſions,” be reaty*\1th our uwrmbfe endeavonr 
and 1ſſiſtance, to adhereto, and ſerve your Majeſty, dccording to our boundeg Duty and Alle- 
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